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A HARDING UNIVERSITY STUDENT PUBLICATION 
One More Year? 
Amid 50-year anniversary, Alpha 
Tau Epsilon seeks new members in 
spring, despite disbandment rumors 
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JESSIE SMITH 
news editor 
Mensoocialclub.Alpha Tau Epsilon 
(ATE) will accept new members 
during the spring semester despite 
rumors of self-disbandment due 
to low membership numbers. This 
rec;ruitment push comes on the 50-year 
anniversary of the men's social club. 
Senior Jared Holley,spiritual director 
for ATE, said the deans allowed the 
club another opportunity to recruit. 
"Next semester will be either a 
revival or a death of a club," Holley 
said. "If people truly love Alpha Tau 
and our three men work hard, we'll 
see that revival, or we'll fade out into 
obscurity, this time for good." 
ATE is romprised of nine~ 
inducting one dwing Club Week, but 
according to Holley, one member 
will graduate in Dec~mber then 
five in May, leaving ~ members 
in the spring. 
_ During one of the All-Club 
devotionals of C lub Week, the other 
clubs cheered for ATE, according to 
Holley, chanting "One more year, 
one more year!" Senior Katie Beth 
Blankenship,presidentof~ social 
club Phi Kappa Delta, spearheaded 
the display of solidarity, sending an 
email to club presidents encouraging 
support of ATE. 
"I emailed all of the club presidents 
and quickly received responses from 
almost all of the clubs,"Blankenship 
said. "Everyone was so excited for 
the idea, and I loved getting to be a 
part of honoring ATE. On Thursday 
night, I cried when everyone in the 
Rhodes cheered." 
Holley said he and his fellow club 
members were not sure how to react 
to the outpouring of support. 
"You go back five, seven years, 
nobody would have cared, or at least, 
I don't think anybody would have 
cared," Holley said . "W e did not 
have a good reputation. Now we've 
got a good reputation. We just need 
the numbers." 
Holley did not know ATE existed 
until he met the president during his 
sophomore ye_ar, who later brought 
him in as his little. 
"I would rather be a small club 
with a-good reputation than a large 
club with a bad one," Holley said. 
Acrording to the Office of Student 
Life,if a club chooses self-disbandment, 
the deans "give consideration based 
on the circumstances of that given 
situation" then grant final approval. 
Men's social club Chi Lambda 
Chi chose to self-disband on May 
1, 2012, due to dwindling.numbers, 
according to alumnus Stephan Raab, 
former club member. 
"I started out as h istorian and 
disbanaed the club while I was 
president," Raab said. "It was seriously 
too much work for me to keep people 
interested in things while everyone 
is also trying to do well in school. 
When members aren't interested in 
doing anything, it just ends up feeling 
like work that you don't warit to do." 
Raab said the club struggled to 
gain sponsors and he wished he had 
joined a different club. Despite the 
club's disbandment, Raab still finds 
opportunities to reconnect at Harding. 
"I have already returned to visit 
Harding," Raab said. "The club's 
disbandment wasn't really on my 
mind at the time to be honest. The 
school was what it was because of 
the people that were there." 
Darrell Kempf was also a member 
of Chi Lambda Chi, but after the 
disbandment, joined Kyodai. H e 
said he.might return to visit-Harding 
someday, but the disbandment would 
not affect that decision. 
"I have great memories with both 
Chi Lambda and K)OOai,"Kempf said. 
Kara Abston, assistant dean of 
students, said ATE has not submitted 
any written statement about dissolving 
the club. 
"As far as Student Life knows, 
Alpha Tau is remaining as a fully 
committed club," Abston said. 
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Pepperdinestudent 
killed at Borderline 
Bar and Grill shooting 
KALEB TURNER 
editor-in-chief 
Authorities have identified 
David Ian Long of Thousand 
Oaks, California, as the shooter 
who entered the Borderline Bar 
and Grill in Thousand Oaks on 
Wednesday night and began firing 
into the crowd, killing 12, including 
a Ventura County sheriff's sergeant 
and Pepperdine freshman Alaina 
Housley, before reportedly taking 
his own life. 
According to Pepperdine's 
emergency information webpage 
regarding the incident, 16 of their 
students were at the bar and grill's 
college night event. Two students 
were treated then released from a 
hoopital.At press time, not all victims 
of the incident had been identified. · 
really are no 
ords. On the one 
hand, I'm beyond 
thankful my brother 
was able to escape 
with his life, but my 
mind keeps going 
back to the worst 
of what could have 
been. 
- Emily Hemphill, 
alumna and sister of 
Pepperdine fre~man 
HardingalumnaEmilyHemphills 
younger brother, a Pepperdine 
freshman, was at Borderline Bar 
and Grill college night at the time 
of the incident. Hemphill said it is 
hard to comprehend the magnitude 
of such a tragedy, especially when it 
hits so close to home. 
"There really are no words. On 
the one hand, I'm beyond thankful 
my brother was able to escape with 
his life, but my mind keeps going 
back to the worst of what could 
have been, "Hemphill said. "An older 
sister would do anything to protect 
her baby brother from harm. It's 
devastating being on the other side 
of the country when all I want is to 
hold and comfort him." 
Harding U niversity President 
Bruce McLarty opened chapel on 
Thursday, Nov. 8 with prayer for the 
Pepperdine community. 
"Father, we pray in a special way 
today for our friends at Pepperdine 
University. We pray for their students," 
McLarty said. "We pray for all the 
people that work there. fm praying 
for my friend President Andy Benton 
as they maneuver their way through 
a very very difficult day. Father, we 
pray for the students. We pray for 
their safety. Father, we pray for 
healing in this world in midst of all 
the brokenness." 
Hemphill said while her brother 
and friends were able to escape the 
scene and contact loved ones to share 
of their safety, the incident will have 
a resounding impact on their lives. 
"When I spoke to my brother 
around noon the following day 
[Thursday],he told mehe was feeling 
worse than he had been feeling the 
night of the event," Hemphill said. 
1he adrenaline had fuded, and he was 
left with the memories of the night 
before replaying in his head. He kept 
using the word 'gross' to describe his 
feelings. No 18 year old should have 
to experience such a tragedy, yet this 
is something he will carry with him 
the rest ofhis life." 
Pepperdine officiab h:M cxganu.ed 
a number ofresources for their 
students, including counseling and 
p~vigils throughout their campus. 
"Our hearts are broken with 
the news of this profound loss," the 
university said in a statement on 
their website. "We offer our deepest 
condolences to the Housley family 
and ask that our community join us 
in keeping Alaina's family, friends, 
and loved ones in their pz.l)'ttS during 
this incredibly difficult time." 
Searcy Fire joins North Star 
for emergency response 
Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN 
Searcy Fire Department trucks sit idle outside the station on 
Beebe-Capps Expressway in Searcy. The department has seen an 
increase in responses to medical emergencies since partnering 
with private medical company North Star in May 2018. 
JED MYERS 
student writer 
The Searcy Fire D epartment 
began working with private 
medical company North Star in 
May 2018 to respond to medical 
emergencies with in the city. 
The partnership was created 
so trained personnel covering 
a greater area of Searcy could 
manage initial responses in 
emergency situations. 
Battalion C hief Eddie Hollis 
said there is no set pattern in the 
number of medical calls received . 
each week, although there have 
b een 10 clinic al saves u sing 
automated external defibrillators 
(AEDs) in response to heart 
attacks sirice the partnei:ship 
with North Star began. Hollis 
said if the fire department can 
arrive on scene first, then there is 
a greater chance of survival in just 
a small window of opportunity. 
Hollis said North Star has 
three locations but could b e 
In This Issue 
out on other calls. Because the 
fire departmen t also has three 
locations placed in different 
parts of the city, response time is 
now cut down over a wider area. 
"It's all about saving lives," 
Hollis said. "We met with North 
Star, and they loved the idea of 
us assisting them in this. We are 
there to h elp support them, and 
they support us. W e work really 
well together." 
Hollis said the collaboration 
with Nor th Star also allows 
them to bring in m edical units 
from Beebe, Heber Springs and 
Bald Knob. 
"We wante d to h elp the 
citizens of Searcy," Hollis said. 
"We have trained [ emergency 
medical technicians] (EMTs) with 
AEDs, and if there is a medical 
emergency a block from u s, it 
would stand to reason that we 
should go and help that person." 
Fire Department Lieutenant 
Corbry Swain said that 10 years 
ago, because North Star gained 
more ambulances , the fire 
department's role in responding 
to normal medical emergencies 
turned more into dealing with 
primarily trauma situations . 
Swain said the fire department 
personnel are trained to an EMT 
level with several advanced EMTs, 
all operating under the scope of 
the first responder level. 
"W e are able to get on scene to 
provide basic care immediately," 
Swain said. "More h ands are 
always better, and our hope is 
that the earliest intervention with 
CPR and defibrillation helps a 
p erson's chance for survival." 
Swain said their EMTs will 
often ride in the back of the 
ambulance because North Star 
usually sends only a driver and 
one parame dic to the scen e . 
Sometimes they reach the scene 
before, after or at the same time 
as North Star, but according to 
Swain, having a supportive role 
during cardiac arrest or C PR can 
make all the difference. 
·········~---------- -------
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Results are in 
but some midterms are still out 
ERIN FLOYD 
head copy editor 
As the dust settles after Election Day on Nov. 6, the incoming results 
declare some winners but postpone a few battles for another day. 
The race for Searcy mayor is still undecided since none of the four 
candidates brought in over half the votes. A runoff election will follow 
on D ec. 4 between Kyle Osborne and Kyle Reeves, who respectively 
received 35.59 percent and 27. 93 percent of the vote, according to the 
Arkansas Secretary of State's Office. 
Searcy Mayor 
l<ylt• Chborne 
l<yf O Rt'l!VOS 27.93 
26 4% 
36,5 % 
In the Searcy City C ouncil, the incumbent aldermen won the day 
with Logan Cothern for Ward One Position One and Dale E nglish for 
Ward Three Position One. The Ward Two Position One seat will also 
require a runoff as none of the three candidates - Chris Howell, Danny 
L. Bennett and Marty Bayne - acquired over half the vote. 
"I'm just pleased and happy that I managed to win, and I consider 
myself lucky," Cothern said. 
• Of his next term on the city council, Cothern said some goals include 
repaving streets, improving drainage and adjusting employee salaries in 
line with other Arkansas cities the size of Searcy. 
"I hope that we continue the process that we've been making," 
Cothern said. 
Governor 
Jared K, Hender on (D) 
Asa Hutchinson (R) 65.48% 
Mark West (L) 2.91% 
While the local races leave a little uncertainty, a winner emerged from 
the Arkansas governor election almost immediately after polls closed. 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson won a second term in the office, and incumbent 
French Hill also won another term to represent Arkansas District Two 
in the U.S. Congress. 
U.S. Congress District 2 
Clarke Tucker (0) 45,81% 
52.4% French Hill tR) 
Joe Ryne Swafford (L) 2.05% 
With the results in from all precincts, the majority of Arkansas 
voters chose to confirm Issues Two, Four and Five. Issue Two amends 
the Arkansas constitution to require valid photo identification to vote, 
Issue Four grants four casino gaming licenses and Issue Five raises the 
minimum wage. 
Sophomore social work major Raissa Ames was encouraged by the · 
voter turnout for this election. According to the Arkansas Secretary of 
State's Office, the unofficial results record the general Arkansas voter 
turnout as 49. 92 percent and the White County turnout as 50 .18 percent. 
"The voter turnout for the ages of 18 - 24 was nothing like it had 
been before the midterm elections, and I think that shows the urge that 
the young voters have to make a change for the world that they have to 
not only live in, but also raise a family in," Ames said. 
On the national scene, the Republicans have retained the majority 
in the Senate, and the D emocrats have flipped enough seats to gain the 
majority in the House. 
Ames was also inspired by the change in the diversity of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 
"We now see our representatives looking more like our populations," 
Ames said. 
Senior public administration major Luke Johnson attended the election 
viewing party in the Ganus Building along with other Harding students. 
"I always enjoy watching the coverage, but I'm a political junkie," 
Johnson said. 
Based on the election results,Johnson said he did not see the political 
divide improving by 2020, but he also did not believe in the rhetoric 
that this was a particularly violent political season. 
"We should be thankful for how good we have it and unplug from the 
media's narrative long enough to calm down and start going to cookouts 
together again, "Johnson said. "MABA: Make Americans Barbecue Again." 
Issue No. 2: 
A constitutional amendment that a voter 
present certain valid photographic 
identification when casting a ballot in 
person or casting an absentee ballot. 
Passed 
Issue No. 4: 
An amendment to require four licenses for 
casino gaming at casinos. One each in Pope, 
Crittenden, Garland and Jefferson Counties. 
Passed 
Issue No. 5: 
An act to increase the Arkansas . 
minimum wage from $8.50 to $9.25 on 
Jan. 1; 2019. 
Passed 
• For Against 
. . 31,$9 . 
68.41% 
• For Against 
Information from ARKANSAS SECRETARY OF STATE'S ELECTION NIGHT 
REPORTING WEBSITE and graphics by DARRIAN BAGLEY 
Maddie & Tae perfortn this Friday 
to continue CAB concert series 
CASSIDY COLBERT 
student writer 
Country duo Maddie &Tae take 
to the Benson stage tonight at 8 
p.m. Madison Marlow and Taylor 
Dye met at a showcase in Dallas, 
Texas,and inJune2014,signed with 
a Nashville label company where 
they released their first single, "A 
G irl In A Country Song." 
"I first saw them as a featured 
guest on J immy Fallon's 'Tonight 
Show, m Logan Light, director of 
Campus Life, said. "I tried to reach 
out to them then in 2015, but we 
could not figure out their touring 
schedule that would allow them 
to come here." 
Light said he kept Maddie &Tae 
on the back burner after scheduling 
did not work out. However, this 
summer when the duo released a 
new single under their new label, 
Maddie & Tae reached out to the 
Campus Activities Board (CAB) to 
see if they could schedule a concert 
on campus. 
"We have been trying to get a 
country music artist to campus for 
a while to spread out the diversity 
for what CAB offers," Light said. 
According to Light, the CAB 
Concert Series has taken place 
for nearly two decades, starting 
when CAB was known as Student 
Activities Council. The council was 
a part of the same office as social 
clubs and Student Publications 
when campus was much smaller 
with fewer students. 
Over the years, CAB and 
Harding University have made a 
name for themselves by the ultra 
professionalism that Light said he 
believes sets Harding apart from 
other venues. 
The B enson is the largest 
auditorium in Arkansas and an 
easy stop on the way to Nashville 
or D allas. 
The process to bring art ists 
here involves a middle boo)cing 
agency, Student Life, CAB and 
the management of the particular 
artist, according to Light. The 
booking agency contacts Light if 
there is a group routing through to 
see if Harding would want to host 
them. Other times, smaller bands 
Photo courtesy of CAB 
Country music artists Madison Mar1ow and Taylor Dye, better 
known as duo Maddie & Tae, will perform at 8 p.m. tonight 
in the Benson Auditorium. 
or artists directly contact Light. 
Zach Neal, dean of students, 
said Light is contacted weekly, if 
not daily, by groups who want t o 
perform on campus. 
"Logan will get ideas from 
students, see what is trending or 
[receive] information from the 
booking agency, then pick the 
top two or three," Neal said. "He 
brings those tw.o or three choices. 
to me. We discuss what will QC the 
best option." ' 
Neal said he personally reads 
all the lyrics the artist has, which 
can be difficult depending on how 
popular the artist is. The artist's 
manager has a list of needs for the 
. contract, and CAB has addendums 
to include as well. The booking 
agency looks over both contracts 
and finds the middle ground. If 
both parties agree, the contracts 
are signed. 
It is then up to Light and the CAB 
team to work on the marketing of 
the event, the day-of schedule and 
other small details. Senior Sydney 
Warren is one of the three directors 
of this year's concert series team, 
which helps plan out each detail 
when artists come to campus. 
"As for the directors, I have already 
helped in renting furniture for the 
day of the concert and helping 
wit}:i catering needs, "Warren said. 
"On the day of the concert, the 
directors will go get food items 
that the bands suggest to be in 
their dressing rooms, manage the 
needs of the band and make sure 
everything is going smoothlr. with 
the rest of the CAB workers." 
Maddie & Tae will be opened by 
Fairground Saints, a country music 
group with a folksy, blues style from 
Santa Barbara, California. Tickets 
are on sale at hardingtickets.edu for 
$10 for students, S2 with a CAB 
pass, S20 for adults and S15 for · 
faculty and staff. 
Parking retnains hot catnpus topic 
KYLERANEY 
student writer 
Every year, the Office of Parking 
and Transportation receives many 
complaints about Harding's parking 
status. While there are a wide variety 
of complaints, Wayne Westerholm, 
director of parlcing and transportation, 
said he tries to deal with as many 
complaints as.he can. 
Sophomore Holden Montgomery 
expressed one such concern as he 
said there are too many red parking 
spots surrounding the buildings 
on campus. 
"The problem I have with parking 
at Harding isn't ... the lack of 
student spots necessarily, but the 
amount of red spots that are located 
around prominent buildings and the 
hardly apparent parking rules that 
accompany several lots on campus," 
Montgomery said. 
Westerholm says every year 
he counts the spaces being used 
on any day of the week and will 
determine from the data if there 
needs to be adjustments made to 
those specific lots. 
"People have to understand that 
buildings that are more administrative 
in nature are going to have a higher 
number of employees there at all 
times," Westerholm said. 
Those buildings are going to 
be the ones with higher numbers 
of red faculty spots compared to 
white general parking spots. When 
Westerholm counts the spots not 
being used on campus, he said 
he finds an average of 600 spots 
available on any given Monday or 
W ednesday, which tends to be the 
most packed days. The football field 
and Cone Hall parking lots almost 
always have plenty of parking 
spots available to use, according 
to Westerholm. 
"Now are they in the most 
convenient locations?"Westerholm 
asked. "No. But they are parking 
spaces that are available." 
Westerholm thinks convenience 
is one of the main issues students 
have when it comes to parking. 
Students often complain about 
parking because they cannot get a 
spot beside the building they need to 
be in, even though they could easily 
park a little farther away and walk 
to the building. He said if students 
would spend 10 minutes parking 
a little farther away and walking, 
rather than driving circles around 
a building for 10 minutes and still 
not finding a spot, they would not 
be late to their classes. 
Junior Ally Bateman is from 
Nashville, Tennessee, where university 
parking is much worse than Harding. 
She said that Lipscomb University 
and Belmont University do not even 
have enough spots for the amount 
of people that attend school there. 
"Nonnally the students and staff 
·at [Lipscomb] University have to 
park at the football field, then take 
a shuttle to campus, which is far 
[away]," Bateman said. "If you miss 
the shuttle, then you have to walk 
a really far distance to campus." 
Westerholm has heard from his 
colleagues at other schools that 
Harding has much better parking 
than many of the other universities. 
Harding can guarantee a spot for 
everyone, unlike other places that 
do not even have enough parking 
spots for the amount of students 
enrolled on their campus. 
"I'm open to communication," 
Westerholm said. "I always enjoy 
talking to students here, regardless 
about what it is, whether it's around 
parking issues or solutions." 
Photo by RYANN HEIM 
Cars occupy the parking lot across the road from the Charles White Dining Hall and in front 
of the Thornton Education Center on Nov. 7. Wayne Westerholm, director of parking and 
transportation, said he finds an average of 600 available spots on any given Monday . 
'Burning 
down the 
bridges' 
. I remember my first days at Harding 
vividly. I was moving to the U.S. 
from another country, and I was scared 
and anxious. The first people I met were 
other Walton Scholars. In an exchange 
of names and countries ·of origin, our 
relationships started. In the next weeks, 
it was impossible to have a conversation 
without debating what the right word was 
for a specific object, action or feeling. Even 
though we all speak Spanish, we speak 
different dialects. 
One time around the table, I confronted 
one of my new friends, "Why don't you 
speak in Spanish with us? Who do you think 
you are?"My friend kindly replied, "Well, 
in Belize our first language is English, so 
my Spanish is not the best." I cannot tell 
you how bad I felt. My face was red, and 
I had 10 other pairs of eyes looking at me 
with an expression that said, "Oh no you 
didn't."! assumed that because Michael was 
a Walton, he was also fluent in Spanish. 
What a mistake. As a senior, I now have 
countless stories like that. I've been on 
both sides. I've made several assumptions, 
and I have been assumed or generalized 
as part of certain groups. So, I guess I can 
say: "Been there, done that." 
Generalizations are ugly, and I am terribly 
uncomfortable with them because we're all 
created by God uniquely. What is the point 
of putting a label on someone just because 
of the color of their skin, their race, the 
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country they are from or the church they 
go to? We are all just so different. 
When generalizations do occur, though, 
there are two possible outcomes. First, the 
people who know someone in the labeled 
group have a solid foundation to believe or 
disbelieve the affirmations made about that 
person. The second outcome, however, deals 
with the ones that do not know the people 
that are being referenced. Those people don't 
know any better than what they've read or 
heard. The results of the latter are wrong 
conclusions - wrong connections made 
for no good reason. Ones that shouldn't 
have been made in the first place because 
oflack of personal validation. 
That is the problem with our connections, 
assumptions and generalizations - by them, 
people believe things that are just not true. 
Let me provide an example: Because I am 
Latino, people think I will be late to every 
event. That is false. Personally, I dislike 
unpunctuality.Just because that is a 
stereotype doesn\ mean it is true 
of every Latino. We are here 
not just to speak the truth 
but also to disrupt the lies. 
Our world is filled with 
cultural insensitivity. 
And I'm not just 
talking about race. I'm 
talking about family 
culture, club culture, 
church culture, etc. 
As Christians, we are 
called to live apart 
from it. The lack of 
personal interaction 
and face - to-face 
conversations, the 
overwhelming amount 
of false information and 
bad assumptions and the 
exasperatio·n for winning 
arguments have calloused 
the minds and hearts of our 
culture and taken the empathy 
away from many people. 
· The good news is that there is still 
time to change. 
We have the medicine to heal the wounded 
society we live in; we have each other. 
Let's have deeper and more meaningful 
conversations with people who look, think 
and feel different from us - with people 
that are different from us. Let's spend more 
time sharing and learning from each other 
rather than simply assuming stereotypes 
as truths. When we truly get to know each 
other, it will teach us to know what to say 
and how to say it. We will understand 
how others feel and how they will react. I 
believe not asking questions builds faulty 
bridges of misunderstanding across these 
gaps of unknowns, every day. Therefore, the 
question is this: Are you willing to burn 
the bridges created by generalizations and 
start building your own? 
ANDRES ROJAS is a guest writer for 
The Bison. He can be contQcted at 
arojas@harding.edu. 
Shifting 
Focus 
Priorities 
I have had many top priorities throughout my life; they change with whatever stage 
I'm in at the time. When I was 4 years old, 
my top priority was earning my yellow belt 
in karate. When I was 6, it was being cast as 
the ringleader ( the role with the most lines, 
obviously) in our class production of"The 
Kindergarten Circus. "When I was 13, it was 
making the 7th grade volleyball B team. So 
on and so on. 
This semester, the question of where my 
true priorities lie has weighed heavily on my 
mind. What am I allowing to be the most 
important thing in day to day life? 
As I get further and further into major 
intensive courses, my academic workload has 
certainly increased; 400-level courses are not 
a walk in the park. Some days, it feels like my 
1 ! ' GPA is taking priority. 
Other days, I am totally focused on the 
future. It's time to find a good summer 
internship, and I feel like I'm drowning in 
the vast abyss of Handshake. Senior year 
and inevitable graduation is looming ever-
closer - my future career is sometimes my 
primary concern. 
.. 
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Photo by EMILY G~ 
Recently, the friendships in my life have 
bee'n taking precedence. I've lost quite a 
bit of sleep to spontaneous Sonic runs this 
semester, and I accidentally overslept chape:l 
a whopping three times last week because I 
had been up late solving the world's problems 
with my best friend. As much as the academic 
try-hard ingrained within me is dismayed to 
admit, a few of my assignments this semester 
have been unfortunately substandard. (Mom; 
when you read this - I'm sorry. I promise 
I'm doing my homework most of the time.) 
In all honesty, for a while I was pretty 
proud of myself for prioritizing my friendships 
this semester. Relationships should always be 
more important than maintaining a 4.0, l told 
myself As the mounting pile of homework 
From the Benson hunkered menacing
ly on the kitchen table 
and my handwritten reminders to submit 
my term paper outline glared angrily at me, 
I would shrug and trot out the door to go eat 
dinner with a friend, patting myself on the 
back for finally focusing on what was truly 
important in life. 
"Oh Lord, there are so many things going on in our hearts and minds with 
the activities of any given day. And then, tragedy crashes into our world 
when we hear the news .... We pray in a special way today for our friends 
at Pepperdine University." 
Earlier this week, though, I was faced 
with an unappealing realization: friendships 
shouldn't be my No. 1 priority. As I'm often 
prone to do, I'd fallen into a prideful trap of 
contentment, convinced that I was making 
a righteous decision every time I was with a 
friend rather than in the library. I had adopted 
a holier-than-thou attitude, and for that, I 
am very sorry. 
- PRESIDENT BRUCE MCLARTY, in chapel devotional on Thursday, Nov. 8 
Freshman year, I remember when the club process started and everyone 
asked me what club I wanted to join. 
When I proceeded to explain that I was 
not interested in the club process, people 
would look at me with pure confusion. To 
so many people first arriving at Harding, 
social clubs seem like the only real way 
to be involved in college. I would have to 
explain almost every day why I did not feel 
the need to join a club. 
Do not get me wrong, there is nothing 
wrong with clubs, and there are plenty of 
reasons to love_ clubs and the ways they can 
improve your time at Harding. But when I 
showed up to the initial open houses and 
mixers, I saw no benefit for myself. I did 
not want to claim a specific group of guys 
staff 
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More than a social club 
as my people. 
I have always been a very outgoing, 
talkative person, so I have never needed 
help making friends and have always 
loved trying to be friends with anyone and 
everyone. To me, a club almost see~ed like 
a limitation. I do not want anyone I meet 
to associate me with a certain group of 
people. I simply want to be seen as myself 
and only myself. A large part of this is 
simply my personality. 
I have always thought of myself as being 
aggressively independent, and the thought 
of fitting in to any one group has never 
really appealed to me. I want everyone to 
· know that they do not need to be in a club 
to belong at Harding. There are so many 
other amazing campus organizations and 
groups of people to get to know. I met almost 
all of my current best friends through an 
off-campus Wednesday night devotional 
group called Men's Bible Study. I found 
my people outside a club. 
To all the people who never felt quite 
like they belonged in a club, you know as 
well as I do Harding has so much to offer 
no matter what path you decide to take. 
And to all the people in clubs, I am so 
happy you have found a group of brothers 
and sisters to love and encourage. Let us all 
continue to encourage each other to take 
our own path and find what is best for us 
to grow together. 
NOAH TURNER is a guest writer for 
The Bison. He can be contacted at 
nturner3@harding.edu. 
Here's the thing: friendships alone should 
not be our No. 1 priority - relationships 
should be. What's the difference? A friendship 
is certainly one of the best relationships you 
can have, yes. But if we spend all our time 
loving the people who love us, what good are 
we really doing? Don't even the tax collectors 
do that? 
We should prioritize relationships. This 
· includes your closest friends, but it also includes 
that classmate who gets on your last nerve 
every Tuesday and Thursday. It includes the 
physical resources workers you pass on your 
walk to class. It includes your least favorite 
professor and the student you disagree with 
politically. Relationships should be our top 
priority- the easy ones and the hard ones. 
We should be mending broken and 
strained relationships first and foremost, not 
just strengthening the secure ones. 
EMILY NICKS is the opinions editor 
for The Bison. She may be contacted 
at enicks@harding.edu. 
Twitter: emilyk nicks 
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AnOde 
to Nancy 
·Deat'P~~ents of College Freshmen, 
, You've b«en_wajting for this time of 
year all semester long. As you dropped your 
precious freshman off at Armstrong, Harbin, 
G1thcart o~ Sears Halls, you left wondering 
how. they'd ever learn to call this new place 
horn~ and you started a rountdown on your 
phone; ticking do\3/ll the days until youci see 
thero again. Some' of you cried as you pulled 
awayfiom the dorm, and some of you beamed 
with NJ>p.lness for ,the fu~ of your child. It 
was.~ day full of e~qtion, to be sure. ' 
-~~they're~mneh-Thanl<sgMng 
breklc. It'll be the first full week they've been 
back home - although some of them dashed 
back earlier for a weekend of free laundry. 
They'll come bearing a basket full of weeks-
old dirty laundry, and they'll come bearing 
bags under their eyes bigger than the duffies 
and suitcases they're carrying through your 
front door. It'll be a week oflaundry, sleeping 
until 1 p.m. and buying shampoo, body 
wash, toothpaste, deodorant, shaving cream, 
mouthwash and whatever else because your 
freshman has been stretching the remainder 
of their toiletries in hopes you would buy them 
~O:re when they return home. Of course you 
will; you're so happy they're home that you'd 
do almost anything to shower them with love 
in the short one-week break. 
The countdown you set when you left 
campus on move-in day is nearing its end. 
You're so ocrited, and thats great! Your freshman 
is excited as well. But remember when you 
wondered how they would ever learn to call 
this place home, too? It happened quicker than 
anyone expected. 
When you left campus, they were on their 
0"'11 for the first time. I like to refer to this as 
the 24-hour phenomenon. In just a matter of 
24 hours, _}Our precious, sweet, beloved offspring 
finished packing their things, fell asleep in their 
bed (for the final time as a permanent member 
of your home), woke "P the next morning, 
moved into a whole new world and suddenly 
were left to their own devic(.:;. 
In 24 short hours, their world - and yours 
too -was turned upside down. But they were 
then living next to hundreds of their peers 
.who were in the same boat. They relied on one 
;mother to ease the transition and their closeted 
tmotion. Because thc.ywere suddenly living life 
with people in the same rocking boat as them, 
the banded together. 
• Banding together with new friends· in a 
~ew place with nothing but the bright future 
~thin their reach, your freshman learned to 
call this place home quicker than an_}One could 
pave imagined. Armstrong Hall, despite it not 
'resembling anything close to your suburban 
.two-story craftsman, feels like an escape from 
class and a place in which - for whatever 
reason - yelling and making life-long memories 
jiappens best at 2 a.m. Cathcart Hall became 
the new downstairs den, where secrets were 
told and tears were shed about life's stresses 
and struggles. 
• Your freshman is coming home for the first 
time all semester, but it doesn't feel like home 
to them anymore. Home is weird; home isn't 
where they grew up because they're not growing 
there anymore, and it doesn't feel right to call 
Harding home because it's not, well, home. 
But deep down, Harding feels like home now. 
You get it, too -whether you realize it or 
~ot. Your home isn't the same anymore since 
they've been gone. You didn't realize how the 
oid they left would be so vast and empty. 
~ This break might feel weird. Maybe your 
mild has lost their southern accent or learned 
to say "y' all."They'll probably talk about social 
clubs, and you'll have no idea what they mean 
by "bea:ux and queens."You won't know their 
new best friends like )OU always have. 
You'll want them to stay for longer than 
a week, but they'll be bursting at the seams 
to return back to their new "home" from the 
moment they step back through }OUT front door. 
Cherish the week as you can and know the 
"home" they're excited to get back to is a place 
where they've grown in love, self and faith. In 
this season of thankfulness, be thankful that 
your home isn't their home anymore, as hard 
as it might be. • 
KALEB TURNER is the editor-in-chief 
for The Bison. H.e may be contacted 
at kturner3@harding.edu. 
Twitter: kalebaturner 
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What's Your Opinion? 
Contact Emily Nicks at enicks@harding.edu to voice your thoughts and opinions. 
The State 
oftheSA 
Thankful fo£· 
the spit take --
E. veryone has th.at one Thanksgiving. You know the one - the one that 
yt?ur cousins, whom you don't even talk to that 
much anyway,can'twait to reference every year. 
Well, here's mine. 
It was the full of 2013. I was 16 years old in 
the prime of my life and my awkward stage.My 
Redefining 
the true tnan 
'l }\ Th.at do you thin~ of when you 
V V think of the definition of a man? 
Do you think of someone who is tough, very 
stem and doesn't show much emotion? Why 
can't a maq be someone who expresses his 
emotions and isn't afraid to tell arn 1 show 
people around him that he loves them? 
I think too many times men are discouraged 
from expressing their emotions because it is 
"too girly" o~ makes them "seem gay." · 
This is a double standard, though. We look 
at women and how they interact with each 
cousin, Will, had brought his new girlfriend 
to Thanksgiving for the first time. Everything 
w11s going well. The meal was prepared, the 
parade had been watched and it was time to 
feast. The children/teenagers/young adults 
assembled around their own table - tables we'll 
probably always be relegated to. I ate normally. 
Then1 the fateful moment came. I had just slid 
a monstrous spoonfull of sweet com right into 
my mouth.My cousin chose that exact moment 
to make a joke. Com spewed from my mouth 
with the force of a New Faithful. It would 
have been OK - it really would have been. 
But one single kernel appeared to grow wings, 
and - plop - landed in the new girlfriend's 
fresh cup of sweet tea. 
To be honest, at times throughout the last few 
weeks I have felt as I did that day. It seems like 
sometimes when things go wrong-something 
sacred in the flow of daily life has been tampered 
with - just as an embarrassing memory can 
ruin a Thanksgiving. After we're finished with 
other and see that this is not the truth. They are 
not looked down upon when they tell others 
how they are feeling, and platonic physical 
contact between two girls is not uncommon. 
Why can't this be the same for guys? 
John 13:34-35, Romans 12:10 and 1 John 
4: 7-8 all talk about how we need to love our 
neighbors because Jesus first loved us. If men 
are deterred from showing their emotions, 
how are they supposed to show others that 
they are loved? Looking at the love language 
test, we can see how different people express 
or feel love from others. This is a great way 
to further understand yourself and how you 
can better interact with others. 
To say such a broad statement like "guys do 
not show affection" is polarizing for all those 
that show or receive love in a very normal 
way. They then believe that they should not 
show those emotions, and they push down 
the emotions under a cover of "masculinity." 
The idea that this is wrong also creates 
many future psychological problems for those 
with ph~cal touch as No. 1. A very common 
problem that comes up in most adults is "skin 
hunger. "This is exactly what it sounds like: a 
need for contact with another person. 
Psychology Today put out a test on the 
effects of daily physical contact among adults 
daylight savings, it feels like we tumble into 
the holidays and the final salvaging of grades. 
So, the semester is winding down, and this is 
my last column for now, so here's what I've got: 
l~t's choose thankfulness. I want to choose it, 
and I want you to as well. Let's thank everyone 
who helps us and even the poor situations 
which shape u.s. Let's thank our friends and 
our professors, and even the people who we 
wouldn't normally tharik. Perhaps if we do this, 
we'll look over our mistakes with kindness. 
Sometimes, it's just "eh." Let's fix it. Let's 
make these few ~eks awesome. And if a com 
spit take is what it takes to be awesome, maybe 
it's called for. 
HALLIE HITE is a guest writer for The 
Bison. She can be contacted at 
sa@harding.edu. 
and lack thereo£ The results from people who 
experienced less physical contact throughout 
the day are this: "People who feel more 
affection-deprived: are less happy; more 
lonely; more likely to experience depression 
and stress; and, in general, in worse health. 
They have less social support and lower 
relationship satisfaction. They experience 
more mood and anxiety disorders and more 
secondary immune disorders (those that are 
acquired rather than inherited genetically). 
They are more likely to have alexithymia, a 
condition that impairs their ability to express 
and interpret emotion. Finally, they are 
more likely to have a.preoccupied or fearful 
avoidant attachment style; [and] they're less 
likely to form secure attachments with others 
in th'eir lives." 
God created us to need physical affection like 
it's food or water. If we continue to discourage 
men from showing emotions because of false 
notions such as ~-it's-not-manly" or "it makes 
you gay," it will lead to drastic consequences. 
If you have any needs, come forward as we 
stand and sing. 
MICHAEL TAFT is a guest writer for 
The Bison. He can be contacted at 
mtaft@harding.edu. 
Just the Clax 
The way.car buying ~hould be 
'l }\ Then my sister-in-law was in college 
V V in 1982, she worked at a grocery 
store.1hatwas the year Coca-Cola introduced 
the talking vending machine. Customers put 
in their quarters, stood back and listened to 
a robotic greeting: "Thank you for choosing 
Coke. Please make your selection. "'The trend 
took a while to catch on in Statesboro, Georgia. 
My sister-in-law still laughs about the day a 
woman-came into the store in a huff. 
"Honey," she said. "I can't get this Coke 
machine to work."_Dee Dee went outside 
with the woman, who put in her money again. 
"Thank you for choosing Coke," the machine 
repeated. "Please make _}OUf selection. "Ignoring 
the huge buttons marked with each flavor, the 
woman leaned in and said, "I ~ta Sprite." 
Coca-Cola discontinued its talking 
dispensers the following year. I'm not saying 
that this one woman in Georgia single-
handedly brought the world's largest soda 
dealer to its knees, but her confusion was 
symptomatic. The novelty just wasn't worth 
the hassle of trying to explain to customers 
how the machines worked. 
Fast forward to 2018, and I start seeing TV 
ads for Carvana, a dealership whose motto is 
"The New Way to Buy a Car."Consumers are 
told that they can shop for vehicles entirely 
online and then - get this - pick up the car 
they want to buy from a vending machine. 
This is no joke. Carvana started business 
in 2017 and has since opened several glass 
towers full of cars. 
MACHINE: Thank you for choosing 
Carvana. Please r:nake your selection. 
BUYER: fd like a 2015 Nissan Maxima_ 
MACHINE: Please deposit 119,689.99. 
Actually, you make the transaction online, . 
with a promise that your loan can be approved 
in minutes. Incidentally, whenever someone 
tells you that your loan can be approved in 
minutes, he is trying to speed things up, so 
you'll have more time to pack for debtor's 
prison. 
Anyway, when you come to pick up your 
car, someone hands you a giant quarter to 
put in the slot. A machine "grabs" your car, 
pulls it down and sends it to a nearby garage, 
where the doors open and "Voila!"You drive 
away. Carvana CEO Ernie Garcia III explains 
that you have seven days to try out the car 
and return it ,-: ·no questions asked - for 
a full refund. · 
While most dealers let you. test drive a 
vehicle and have your mechanic check it' out 
before you pay, Carvana understands human 
psychology. Returning unused Halloween 
candy to Walmart is easy. Coming back to 
Carvana with your tailpipe between your 
legs is humiliating. You're more likely to 
keep the car. 
Especially if you followed the instructions 
on the commercial and picked out a car 
"while binge-watching your favorite TV 
series." They say a vehicle is one of the 
biggest investments you make in life, next 
to your kitchen countertops. Wouldn't it be 
a shame to blow this decision because you 
were distracted by something Big Boo said 
on "Orange is the New Black"? 
I realize that car-buying has changed along 
with everything else; however, online shopping 
has an illusion of simplicity and convenience 
that somehow seems inadequate to the level of 
attention needed to buy a car. I'll never forget 
the day in 1999 when I bought my Toyota 
Camry. I walked onto the car lot in Durham, 
North Carolina, and met Ian, an Englishman 
who sp,ent the whole afternoon riding around 
with me _as J tried out different cars. He was 
friendly-and helpful, and I still remember his 
prediction that the air conditioning on the 
Camry I bought from him will "freeze you 
to death." Nineteen years 4ter, it still does. 
That's why I cannot stand the Catqurus 
commercial that plays on television constantly. 
You've seen it. An unshaven man in a wrinkled 
plaid shirt stands dazed in his room, staring 
at a month's worth of work: hundreds of 
print-outs stuck to one wall and a map criss-
crossed with strings on another. He mumbles 
"Where to find the best deal?" 
His wife comes in with her put-together 
outfit and perky ponytail, horri£ed at his 
chaotic system. "Why don't I help?" she 
suggests, pulling out her phone. Within 
seconds, she finds him a low-mileage model 
in the right color that is priced under market 
value. "Oooh, I'm beat," she mocks, dripping 
with smugness. The old expression "Marry in 
haste, repent at leisure" comes to mind, and 
I suspect it applies to cars, too. 
Surely there are things in life that can be 
done in six seconds. Microwaving a muffin. 
Dialing a number. Answering a Jeopardy 
question. But buying a car? When I'm ready 
for my next one, I'll head to the vending 
machine, lean in and say, "Can you send Ian 
down to help me, please?" 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest 
writer for The Bison. He can be 
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu. 
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Full Court 
Preas 
The 
Cotneback 
I learned at an early age that I did 
not have a future as a bama:tball pla)u; 
I was always the smallest person in 
my class, amt I have not grown over 
5'6" since. However, even though fm 
vertically challenged, I have always 
had a love for the game ofbasketball. 
The fast-paced razzle dazzle of the 
game has kept me glued to the NBA 
for the past 16 years. 
Basketball is a game of runs, 
which means sometimes the ball 
is going through the hoop at such 
an ease that it's like it is three-feet 
wide (a regulation NBA hoop is just 
over nine inches wide). It also means 
sometimes you cannot pay the ball a 
billion dollars to get in the bucket But, 
it is in those moments, when you're 
0-16 from the field, that something 
great happens. 
During the 2016 NBA fmals, 
the Cleveland Cavaliers found 
themselves down three games to 
one against the 73-9 Golden State 
Warriors - the team with the best 
regular-season record in league history, 
and defending champions. In game 
five of that series, LeBron James and 
Kyrie Irving combined to score 82 
points, the most ever scored by a duo 
in the finals, the Cavaliers won that 
game 112-97 and set the tone for one 
of the most dramatic comebacks in 
sports history. 
In game seven, the Cavaliers 
completed their comeback with an 
insane block by James and a clutch 
three-point bucket by Irving on the 
other end. 
Comebacks are not only special 
when ffllfflS J"ID~.nm9,but 
player comebacks are also exciting, 
especially when a player is coming 
back from injury. 
The NB& youngest MVP ever is . 
Derrick.Rose, who 'WOO the awaro back 
in2011 at the age of22. Unfortunately 
for Rose, his career after his MVP 
season would be one plagued with 
injuries and "what could have beens." 
Rose tore his ACL during the 
2012 pla)Offs.The rest ofRose's career 
in Chicago was filled with minor 
injuries and mental fatigue. He was 
traded to the New York Knicks to 
begin the 2016 season. Rose spent a 
season with the Knicks, then signed 
for the veterans minimum with the 
Cleveland Cavilers in 2017 and was 
traded and cut midway through the 
season. Eventually, Rose signed with 
his old head coach Tom Thibodeau 
in Minnesota and has settled into a 
nice bench role for the T unberwolves 
this season. 
On Oct.31,in a game against the 
Utah Ja72, Rose started for injured Jeff 
Teague and scored his career high in 
points (50) and looked like vintage 
MVP D -Rose. What made Rose's 
performance so special is that no 
one expected it; it came on a random 
W ednesday early in the season. But 
that is what is great about the game 
of basketball: the seasons are long, 
the games are fast, and on any given 
night something arrumng can happen. 
Two years ago, the Lady Bisons 
basketball team made history inside 
the Rhodes-Reaves Field House.The 
team completed the largest comeback 
in school history, erasing a 26-point 
deficit against Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University. Harding went on a 
29-4 run in the fourth quarter and 
won the game 72-69. Something 
historic happened on a random 
Saturday night when the majority of 
the student body was away at home. 
As the.2018-19 Harding basketball 
season begins, students should take 
every chance they get to watch 
the Bisons and Lady Bisons play; 
you never know when something 
amazing might happen. 
. AARON ALEXANDER is 
the assistant sports editor 
for the Bison. He may be 
contacted at aalexander2@ 
harding.edu. 
A HARDING UNIVERSITY STUDENT PUBLICATION 
Basketball Season Preview 
2017 GAC Record: 5-17 
GAC Preseason Ranking: 
10 
Offensive Ranking ( GAC): 
12 (70.5 PPG) 
Defensive Ranking (GAC): 
9 (80.2 PPG) 
Leading Scorers (2017): 
JV Long (11.6 PPG) 
R. Anthony {9.5 PPG) 
A. Horn (7.0 PPG) 
Players by Class: 
Seniors- 3 
Juniors- 3 
Sophomores- 4 
Freshmen-6 
Photo by RYAN.N HEIM 
Redshirt freshman guard Romen Martin dribbles down the court during practice on Nov. 6 
in the Rhodes-Reaves Field House. Harding brought on six freshman players and one senior 
graduate transfer this offseason. · 
New faces prepared to-lead Bisons·basketball 
JACK ALLEN Senior guard Reggie Anthony started 26 between this season and last is the defensive 
head sports editor 
Harding mens basketball opens its season tonight 
against the University of Central Missouri in the 
Central Region Tipoff Classic in Warrensburg, 
Missouri. Harding looks to be more successful 
this year than it was a season ago, when the Bisons 
garnered their worst record since joining the Great 
American Conference (GAC) in 2011. 
The BisonswentS-17 in GAC play fast year, the 
second worst record in the conference. According 
to Harding Head Men's Basketball Coach Jeff 
Morgan, the team has made a point of putting 
last season's failures behind them. 
"We learned a lot of great lessons going through 
i~ "Mo~ s;ud. "You have seasons in.~~ · e that 
don't go well, and that season doesn't define your · 
life,just like a season doesn't define our program." 
That is especially true of the Bisons this season. 
The team returns only two seniors and one player 
who has played all four years. Morgan said the youth 
offers his team the chance to grow this season. 
"I think it is going to be a team that I think 
will continue to get better as the year goes on," 
Morgan said. "We've got six new guys and four 
that did not play last year [because of injuries], so 
we basically have a new team." 
games last season and was third in scoring with intensity he believes his team will show. 
9.5 points per game. This season, Anthony has ''.I think we have got some guys that can be 
become one of the team's leaders. In spite of the good disruptors on the defensive end," Morgan 
high turnover of players, he said he is confident said. "Hopefully that will lead us to get some easier 
in the team's chemistry. shots on the offensive end." 
"It's probably the most fun I have had with a Morgan said one reason he expects the team 
team so far," Anthony said. "I am excited to see to excel defensively is its speed. Compared to 
how that translates to the court." · previous years, when the team has focused on 
"You have seasons in your life 
that don't go well, and that season 
doesn't define your life, just like a 
season doesn't define our program." 
t - Jeff Morgan, 
Head Head Men's Basketball Coach 
One of the new fuces on this pr's team is graduate 
transfer JV Long. Long played 91 games in three 
years at Cameron University in Oklahoma before 
coming to Harding to be a part of its physician's 
assistant graduate program. Long plays point guard 
and averaged more than 10 points a game last year. 
"It's been easy to fit in and just get really 
comfortable with these guys,"Long said. "I'm just 
ready to get back out there with all of these guys 
and show everybody what f m going to do." 
According to Morgan, one major difference 
slower play and strong shooting, he said this team 
will be more up-tempo, which he has already seen 
in the team's practices this offseason. 
"We have a sign that says competitive family, 
and it kind of sums up practice," Anthony said. 
'We get after each other." 
Harding i.s projected to finish 10th in the 
GAC, a.i::wr_ding to the GAC preseason poll;hut 
that has not kept the Bisons from dreaming big. 
"[Our goal is] to take it one game at a time," 
sophomore guard Alex Francis said "As we do that, 
· we build towards that conference cliampionship." 
The new-look Bisons squad will have their first 
test this weekend against two traditional Division 
IT powerhouses,the UnivcrsityofCentralMissouri 
and Pittsburg State University. 
· "I am vt:ry excited, "Francis said. "Last year just 
· kind of left a bad taste in your mouth, and it seems 
like it's been forever since we stopped playing." 
Freshntan phenoms look for sophontore success 
2017 Record:.18-15 
2017 GAC Record: 12-10 
GAC Preseason Ranking: 3 
Offensive Ranking (GAC): 
6 (69.7 PPG) 
Defensive Ranking (GAC): 
3 (65.4 PPG) 
Leading Scorers (2017): 
K. Lampo (12.2 PPG) 
K. Cooper (7.3 PPG) 
A. Kearney(6.6 PPG) 
Players by Class: 
Photo courtesy of YOVANI ARISMENDIZ 
Head Women's Basketball Coach Tim Kirby instructs his players during practice on Oct 16 in 
the Rhodes-Reaves Field House. Last season, the Lady Bisons were one missed shot away 
froin making their second straight NCAA tournament appearance. 
Seniors- 0 
Juniors- 4 
Sophomores- 5 
Freshmen- 4 
AARON ALEXANDER 
asst. sports editor 
The Lady Bisons basketball team enters 
the 2018- 19 season picked to finish third 
in the Great American Conference (GAC). 
The team falls below rival and d efending 
conference tournament champion Arkansas 
Tech University and unanimous favorite 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University. 
The difference between Harding and the two 
team s ahead of them is that the Lady Bisons 
are not returning any seniors this year; however, 
Women's Head Basketball Coach Tim Kirby 
said his team's youth is not an excuse to play 
poorly. 
"We will have leadership from a lot of 
different places this year,~ Kirby said. "Obviously 
it won't be a senior, but we are OK with that. 
If everybody does what they are supposed to 
do, then it takes· care of itself" 
The Lady Bisons last season were one shot 
way from making it to two straight N CAA 
tournament appearances, losing 63-62 against 
Tech . Sophomore guard Carissa Caples said 
the missed shot is fuel for the team this season. 
"W e learned a lot from last year that we 
can carry over into this year," Caples said. "I'm 
excited to start this season." 
The leadership that the team has returning 
comes from three-year starter junior guard 
Peyton Padgett. She said this preseason has 
been different, but she is looking forward to 
interacting with her new teammates. 
"It's been an adjustment being the older one, 
but I'm very comfortable with the sophomores 
on the court because they played a lot last 
year," Padgett said. "And I'm excited to get to 
know the new girls and get to play with them." 
Kirby is expecting good things from the 
Lady Bisons sophomore class, which features 
the 2018 GAC Freshman of the Year, now 
sophomore forward Kellie Lampo. Lampo 
averaged just over 12 points and six rebounds a 
game last season. Kirby says that the youthful 
talent on his team excites him, and he thinks 
this is going to be a fun season. 
"If you have good young players, their age 
just lets you have them for a longer period of 
time," Kirby said. 
During the preseason, th e Lady Bisons 
have used their time to not only prepare for 
the season on the court, but· the season off the 
court as well. Caples said the team is already 
developing good chemistry and enjoys being 
around each other. 
"As important as it is on the court, off the 
cour t unity is important and really makes a 
big impact on the court," Caples said. 
The team is looking forward to getting to 
spend more time with each other as they travel 
to Kansas City to play tonight and tomorrow 
night in the Central Region C hallenge. 
• 
Senior Spotlight: Bryce Bray 
MADISON EDWARDS 
student writer 
It has been a little more 
than four years since senior 
offensive lineman Bryce Bray 
; tepped onto the campus 
of Harding University as a 
wide-eyed freshman. Since 
then, Bray has started every 
game of the last four seasons 
and set the bar for offensive 
linemen at Harding. This 
Saturday, Bray will make his 
final home start when the 
Bi.sons take on Arkansas Tech 
University at First Security 
Stadium on Senior Day. 
"It's bee·n great playing 
for Harding," Bray said. "I 
have been so blessed by this 
program. Playing for Harding 
has been way more than the 
yearly success. I have been a 
part of a brotherhood that 
genuinely cares for one 
another and loves each other." 
Bray has started 48 games 
at Harding, more than any 
other Bison in history. Over 
the course of his career, the 
Bisons have won a Great 
American Conference (GAC) 
championship and made the 
two deepest playoff runs in 
school history. 
Bray said his favorite part 
of being a Bison has been the 
relationships he has built. 
but all share a common goal 
and become life-long fiiends," 
Bray said. 
Bray said he has always 
looked up to his dad, who is 
his No. 1 fan and supporter. 
He said Head Coach Paul 
Simmons and Offensive Line 
Coach Kevin Chism have also 
been father figures to him 
during his time at Harding. 
"Something I always like 
to remember is that you 
won't always remember the 
score of the big games, but 
you will always cherish the 
little moments with your 
teammates," Bray said. 
Senior linebacker Sam 
Blankenship said throughout 
his time on the football 
team, no one has motivated 
him more to be t,he best he 
can be, on and off the field, 
than Bray. 
"Bryce is not only the 
hardest worker on our team, 
he's the hardest worker 
I've ever met in my life," 
Blankenship said "He refuses 
to be outworked, never has bad 
practices, watches more film 
than anyone and dominates 
the trenches on Saturdays 
. . . he's just special." 
His success on the field led 
him to be the first offensive 
lineman to ever be named 
GAC Player of the Week. He 
has earned three All-GAC 
Association (D2CCA) All-
Super Region 3 second team 
twice. 
Blankenship believes 
Bray will eventually be in 
the Harding Hall of Fame 
and excel at whatever he does 
post-graduation. 
"Bryce has not only 
started every game, he has 
dominated opposing defenses 
his whole career, "Blankenship 
said. "Defenses hate playing 
against him because they 
know what's coming. He's 
a great player on the field, 
but an even better man and 
friend. I can always count 
on him to have my back." 
Bray has been an integral 
part of the Bison offense and 
a key part of its year-to-year 
transition. Bray has handed 
the ball to three different 
starting quarterbacks over 
three years.After this weekend, 
if the Bisons do not qualify 
for the NCAA Tournament, 
Bray will hand the ball over 
to his replacement when he 
walks off the field for the 
final time. 
Senior defensive back Frank 
Herbert said Bray is the type 
of player every team wants. 
"Bryce is a competitor," 
Herbert said. "Whenever it's 
time to go to battle, I know 
I can always count on him. 
He has been a solid center Photos by LOREN WIWAMS · "It's truly amazing how 
we have guys from all walks 
of life and guys who are very 
different from one another, 
nominations and has been for us since freshman year. Senior Bryce Bray has started every game for the Bisons over the last four 
named to the Division II He's a leader on and off seasons. Bray will play his last home game Saturday, Nov. 10, at First Security 
Conference Commissioner's the field." Stadium against rival Arkansas Tech University. 
Harding volleyball celebrates senior night with big win 
AVA GALYEAN 
student writer 
Harding University's 
volleyball team is set to 
finish conference play 
this weekend in the Great 
American Confereore (GAC) 
Tournament in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. The team finished 
the year on a 16- 1 run, 
earning the regular season 
GAC championship. 
Head Volleyball Coach 
Meredith Fear said the team 
got off to a rocky start due 
to a tough pre-conference 
tournament schedule and 
team injuries, but the women 
were able to use what they 
learned throughout the rest 
of the season. 
Photo by STERLING MCMICHAEL 
Senior middle blocker Zoe Hardin goes up for the kill against the University 
of Arkansas Monticello on Nov. 1 In the Rhodes-Reaves Field House. The 
3-0 victory is the Lady Bisons 10th In a row. 
HARDING 
BASKETBALL 
EDITION 
"It really kind of challenged 
the team to be holistic in their 
mindset,"Fear said. "We're 
not just a starting lineup. 
We're a whole team, and we 
can play well regardless of 
who goes in." 
Senior setter Rachel 
Heussner said the challenging 
pre-conference matches 
humbled the team and 
reminded them of the work 
before them. 
The team has seven seniors ' 
who all came in together as 
freshmen, which brings a 
unique perspective to the 
team, according to Fear. Each 
was honored as part of the 
senior night activities after 
the team's final home game 
on Nov. 1. Usually, transfer 
or injury will change a class 
as the years go on, but every 
member of this class stayed 
all four years. 
"It's just crazy to see 
how much we've grown as 
a program," senior middle 
blocker Zoe Hardin said. 
"We've like grown up with 
one another kind of, so it 
was really cool to see how 
much of an impact it's made 
on the younger girls. It was 
neat to see all the support 
and the fans that were there 
[on senior night)." 
Hardin said this squad 
has been a family and a safe 
place for her over these past 
four years. 
Heussner echoed Hardin's 
feelings, saying this team 
has meant the world to her 
and has been a huge support 
system. She said volleyball is 
what brought her to Harding 
and what kept her here in 
times of struggle. 
"I've grown more in 
volleyball but also grown off 
the court, which is something 
that is set at the beginnihg 
at Harding v·olleyball," 
Heussner said. "Like, if you 
have anything outside of 
. volleyball, like what's going 
on in your life, coach wants 
to hear about it." 
Fear said she is very 
proud of her team and the 
leadership the entire team 
has shown, not just the 
senior class. She said she 
has been preparing her 
underclassmen players for 
the offseason, saying they 
will not be forced to fill a 
gaping hole, but to adjust 
to a shift in roles. 
"We're still Harding 
volleyball, and we are a great 
program that is expected to 
do good things," Fear said. 
The Lady Bisons entered 
the GAC tournament as 
the No. 1 seed and are the 
favorites to win it. If they 
do, the Lady Bisons will 
automatically qualify for 
the NCM tournament and. 
extend the senior class' career 
by at least one game. 
FIiip Medjo Tyler Hutchleson Tyler Moore Carissa Caples Taylor Sims Brooke Bradley 
Bisons Bisons Bisons Lady Bisons Lady Bisons Lady Bisons 
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LeBron James or Michael 
Jordan? 
Michael Jordan LeBron James LeBron James "Make me lik
e 
LeBron James LeBron James Mike"• 
Shooting Sleeve 
Vay or Nay? 
Nike, Jordan, Adidas or 
Under Armour? 
Who's going to win the NBA 
title? The Warriors or the 
Field? 
Nay, only in "2K" 
Adidas 
The Field 
Vay Nay, I play in the post 
Nike Nike 
The Field The Field 
Hard pass Nay 
Dual wield 
shooting sleeves 
Nike 
' 
Nike Adidas 
The Warriors The Warriors The Field 
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Searcy nonprofit leaders clarify misconceptions about homelessness. 
and discuss their efforts to minister to displaced families 
NORA JOHNSON 
features editor 
In 2017, the United States Interagency Council on 
Homelessness (USICH) reported that an average of2,467 
people in Arkansas experience homelessness on any given 
night. In Searcy, a network oflocal organizations are working 
to empower these displaced families in White County and 
change the community's perception of what it means to be 
"homeless." 
"You cannot describe a homeless person, other than just 
to say they're a person," Joshua Stewart, a member of the 
board at Mission Machine Inc., said. "The situation of each 
[person] and the stereotypes we see are just not accurate." 
Mission Machine's volunteer-only team, including Stewart, 
aims to meet White County's homeless population "where 
they are at. "The organization utilizes its most recognizable 
feature, a bright-green van, to locate and connect with those 
experiencing homelessness throughout the county. Anyone 
that expresses the need is offered a tent and a spot at Mission 
Machine's tent camp right outside of Searcy city limits. 
"We don't have to tum anybody away for [a tent],"Stewart 
said. "We don't have to judge their sincerity or condition. 
If somebody is in bad enough shape to stay in a tent in our 
camp, that's the proofitsel£" 
,. ~'.It'• 8!ff ~~ugJlt UR n our every day 
lives ... and forget that just a couple blocks 
away from campus is poverty and the reality 
of families that are struggling." 
- Bonny Gregory, Jacob's Place director 
Road to Damascus is run by Harding alumnus Jimmy 
Cooper and originated as a branch of Mission Machine. 
Today, Road to Damascus is a separate nonprofit that seeks 
to serve single men, who, according to Cooper, are the least-
served demographic of homelessness. 
"We're not just trying to get them saved up and out the 
door," Cooper said. "We're trying to make sure they don't end 
up back in the situation they were in when they came here." 
Like Stewart, Cooper said he also believes that homelessness 
is often perceived incorrectly. 
"There's really no such thing as typical," Cooper said. 
"There's no typical homeless person. People look at homeless 
people like they're different [from themselves]; they're not. 
People are the same regardless of circumstance." 
Close to Harding's campus, Jacob's Place Homeless 
Mission offers shelter and support to Searcy's displaced 
homeless families, specifically those with children. Up to 
three families at a time can be housed at the nonprofit's 
facility, and after three months, a family is usually prepared 
to move on. According to Jami Bever, adjunct professor of 
behavioral sciences and Jacob's Place board member, the 
organizatio.n's mission is to be a "hand up instead of a hand 
out" and has served 248 children, 149 women and 37 men 
since opening in 2008. 
While staying at Jacob's Place, residents partake in a 
structured program that includes counseling and financial 
guidance. Even though the ministry is so close to campus, 
Bever said she often sees a wide disparity between Harding 
students and their awareness of homelessness in Searcy. 
"It's easy to come to Harding and do Jiarding and forget 
about the community that's around us," Bever said. "It's easy 
to get caught up in our everyday lives .. . and forget that 
just a couple blocks away from campus is poverty and the 
reality of families that are struggling." 
According to Bonny Gregory, Jacob's Place director, Jacob's 
Place frequently collaborates with other Searcy organizations 
that minister to those experiencing homelessness. Jacob's 
Place often refers families to Mission Machine and Road 
to Damascus, and vice versa. Though the organizations 
have been working in the community for several years now, 
Gregory said there is still more work to do, and there will 
be until nationwide changes ~re made. 
"I think the most alarming thing to me is the number 
of calls we get - that we have a waiting list, that we are 
full almost all the time," Gregory said. "For me, that says, 
as many people as we're helping and as wonderful as it is, 
how many people are we not able to take in? How many 
people are out there that need somewhere to go?" 
Gregory said the best way for students to reach out to 
those experiencing homelessness in Searcy is to take a step 
outside of the Harding "bubble" and contribute in whatever 
way they can, whether it -means donating money, time or 
specific skills and abilities. 
"There are different ways to step outside of the box, and 
outside of the 'bubble,' to help, even if it's just talking about 
it," Gregory said. "By holding each other accountable, we 
can better serve our community." 
Homelessness in 
Arkansas in 2017 
2,487 people in Arkansas 
experienced homelessness on 
any given night. 
208 unaccompanl d young 
adul ( ge 18·24) 
lived under the poverty lihe. 
121 famlly hou hold 
experienced homelessness. 
0.46% of the tot3I U.S. homeless 
population. 
,. -.~J ~.Q.%f~f;~eaTcyresidents -, '' 
·.:~1 •. :':. :'ljye?J-uhder the poverty line. · 
Data Provided by Tne United States lnteragency 
Council on Homelessness 
Photo by LOREN WIWAMS 
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Experience Empathy: Sleep Out Searcy 
TIFFANY METTS 
student writer 
Four social work majors are putting their skills into practice 
at a community-wide event this weekend. Seniors Samantha 
Matsch, Bailey Warpula,Jaisa Hogue and Brandon Melo 
partnered with Jacob's Place Homeless Mission to plan 
Sleep Out Searcy, an interactive event to raise awareness of 
families experiencing homelessness in Searcy, today from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. Sleep Out Searcy kicks off the National Week 
of Homelessness and"Hunger Awareness. 
This is the first year for the Sleep Out Searcy event to 
take place. The students involved were connected to the 
event through their community practice class, taught by 
Kathy Helpenstill, associate professor of behavioral sciences. 
"I chose [toworkwith]Jacob's Place because I've always 
had a tender heart for the homeless community," Melo said. 
"It's been really awesome to see the different strategies and 
policies that we've learned .. . come to life outside of the 
classroom." 
Since this is the event's first year, the students and Jacob's 
Place employees are not exactly sure what to expect from 
the weekend. 
.,, 
"Searcy has been making noticeable changes over the past 
few years, and I am happy to see that they are expanding 
their horizons, "Warpula said. "Because this is the first event 
like this that Searcy or Jacob's Place has held, we are dealing· 
with a lot of unknowns." 
Warpula and her peers said they hope the event not only 
raises awareness aboutSearcy's current homeless population, 
but also makes a long- term impact. 
"We don't know what the turnout will be like, the success 
of the activities planned, how many will stay out all night 
or not, the amount of resources needed as far as not having 
enough or too much, etc.," Warpula said. "I have a feeling 
this is the beginning of something great that will benefit the 
homeless and hungry in White County for years to come." 
Throughout the night, the sleep out will host speakers, 
community leaders, programs, competitions, video documentuies, 
crafts for a ·cause and more. Additionally, Mission Machine, 
another nonprofit that serves Searcy's homeless population, 
will be at the event with SlO sleeping bag rentals for those 
staying all night. After the event, the sleeping bags will all 
be donated to Mission Machine residents. 
"I am hoping that through the speakers and the activities 
that people will understand that there is actually a problem 
· with homeless with homelessness in Searcy and White 
County," Matsch said. "I think that there is sometimes a 
stigma that there is no problem with homelessness since 
we are not a huge city so I hope that we can educate people 
with the speakers and the activities." 
"I have a feeling this is the beginning 
of something great that will benefit the 
homeless and hungry In White County for 
years to come." 
- Senior Balley Warpula 
The event will be held in the Downtown Searcy Main Street 
parking lot and is open to anyone. For more information or 
to donate, visit the event page on the Jacob's Place website . • 
"There is not much advocacy for this population here, • 
and it seems ironic that the hub of Searcy community is a. 
Christian university, "Warpula said. "I hope that this will get 
more Harding students involved in their temporary home 
while they are living here. It is important to be active in 
whatever community you live in, and hopefully, this event 
will foster that sense of community and interaction while 
raising money and awareness for the issue." 
.. 
.. ~ 
The Bison's Guide to 
Friendsgiving 
Turkey: 
SAM SHEPHERD 
pr/marketing director 
Prep the day before. 
Plan one pound of 
turkey per person-
One and a half or 
two if you have big 
eaters. 
Frozen turkeys need to be thawed thoroughly 
before cooking, 24 hours per 4.5 lb in the fridge, 
or 30 min. per pound in cold water. 
Allow turkey to reach room temperature before 
placing in the ouen. This will help your turkey 
cook evenly. 
Be sure to keep your cooking surface clean. 
Sweet Potato Casserole: 
Photo by LOREN WILLIAMS 
Student art will be displayed in church owned home tonight from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 803 North Oak Street 
was acquired orignally as a creative space to meet on Sundays to discuss scripture. 
• The casserole can be made a day before. 
Use oatmeal topping or candied nuts to 
vary the texture. 
Vanilla extract gives a sweetness to the 
casserole without adding extra sugar. Gallery 803 showcases student art 
Downtown Church starts art gallery to promote creativity Moshed Potatoes 
DANIELLE TURNER 
student writer 
Gallery 803 was started by the creafu.e 
response group at Downtown Church 
of Christ as a community outreach 
program. The gallery is filled with 
art from members of the community, 
members of the Downtown church and 
Harding students. 
803 North Oak Street was originally 
acquired by the Downtown Church 
of Christ as a place for their creative 
response group to meet on Sundays 
to discuss scripture, and come back 
the next week with a creative response 
to that passage. Gallery 803 director 
Jennifer King said people have come 
back with paintin~, poems, music and 
many other forms of art. 
"So often art segues into spiritual 
discussions, "King said "It's a conversation 
between the artist and the art, or the 
artist and the viewer, or the viewer and 
the art." We just want to be there with a 
cup OJI .... offee wheii those conversations 
,are happening." 
Several galleries in Searcy open their 
doors tonight froI_D 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
for the First Friday Art Night held on 
the first Friday of each month, where 
Graphic by KENDALL CARWILE 
• 
members of the community can visit a 
variety of studios throughout town to 
see what local artists and other creatives 
are up to. 
Gallery 803 opens their doors for 
these monthly events. King said that 
while it is a professional gallery, the 
setting lends itself to be more relaxed 
and cultivate conversations rather than 
silently looking at art. King said the 
gallery tries to highlight this by bringing 
in a local DJ to play music and having 
a room completely set aside just for 
conversation. 
"The aspect of creating a creative 
community is like the first level of 
what we're doing, we just want to 
have a community available to people," 
King said. 
King invites artists all over Searcy to 
display and sell their work in Gallery 
803. Being an art student at Harding 
herself just last year, King knows the 
importance of having gallery experience. 
King said students get to start learning 
how to price and tag their artwork, and 
the gallery is a great place for them to 
start learning. 
"The whole process of setting it up 
and seeing what pieces can go together, 
.J 
. and getting to see people interact with 
my art face-to-face is an amazing 
experience," senior painting major 
Hannah Skelton said. 
Use unsalted butter 
when mashing in 
order to control 
the saltiness more 
Skelton, senior general studies major 
Audrey Hodges, senior Raeanne Kiihnl 
and senior Meliny Pond, displayed their 
work at the Gallery 803 event on Nov. • 
2. Skelton said the only experience 
effectively. 
Leaue some skin on the 
potatoes; they provide good flavor and 
nutrients. 
Use a waxy potato like Yukon or Russets. 
Secret tip; use browned butter. It will bring 
she has had with a gallery was for her 
sophomore portfolio review, which is 
required in the art department. 
"The aspect of creating a 
creative community is like 
the first level of what we're 
doing, we just want to have 
a community available to 
people" 
- Jennifer King, 
Gallery 803 director 
your mashed pototoes to the next leuel. 
Cronberru Souce: 
Don't go for the canned stuff; fresh 
cranberries are easy to work with and 
provide better flavor. 
Dark brown sugar will giue the sauce a 
deeper flavor than white sugar. 
Cook down sauce further to thicken, and use 
itasjam. 
GreenBeon 
"For students that aren't art majors, Casserole: 
we don't have a lot of opportunities to • Used canned green 
beans. be involved in a gallery, so it's a new 
experience, and it's really cool that we 
get to be involved," Hodges said. 
This is a dish that you 
can get away with every 
item being store bought. 
Can be made ahead and easily reheated. 
Wait until you are reheating to put on the 
· onion topping. 
Stuffing 
Leave your bread out a day to stale up. This 
gives it texture and structure. 
Don't put your stuffing in the turkey. This 
slows down the cooking time of the bird and 
often makes really gummy stuffing. 
Cornbread stuffing is a fun alternative to 
regular bread. 
Rolls & Biscuits: 
Opt for a trusworthy 
boxed or canned 
option. 
Pop in the ouen 
toward the end of your 
cooking process so they can be wann for 
the table. 
Mix melted butter with parsley, garlic and 
black pepper to baste on the rolls. 
Grouu 
Use pan drippings from turkey to make the 
roux. 
Season towards the end of making the 
gravy. 
Serve with a ladle to preuent excess spillage. 
P. \ 1e 
• Let the pie sit for 
about 30 min. after 
cooking in the ouen. 
Doing so will yield 
a well-formed, sturdy 
slice. 
Unless you are a pie master, go for the 
premade frozen crust. 
Canned pumpkin puree is the most effective 
option for pumpkin pie. 
Granny smiths are the classic pie-making 
apples, but golden delicous and pink lady 
apples are also excellent. 
Graphics by DARRIAN BAGLEY 
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